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family The latter has no inheritance of the family lineage, family
occupation, and communal property A new family is created by a
man and woman, and is dissolved when they die or separate In
short, the longevity of the family is that of the couple
Of course even in a family with the couple as a centre, children
are included, but m such a family the position of the couple is more
important than the union of parents and children The tie that
binds the couple is far stronger than that binding the parents and
children However strongly the parents and children are united b}
ties of kinship, the children will secede from the family and create
new families when they are grown up and married The new
couples do not follovv the mode of life of the old family as members
of it Nor do they inherit the family lineage They simply live
then* own lives wherever they please, apart from the parents If the
new couples inherit anything from the parents, it is nothing more
than material property with a market \alue There is not from the
parents family any abstract or spiiitual inheritance
In a Japanese family the couple have a secondary sign ficance The}
are simply members of the family The thing of prime importance
in this family is the fact that the familv name, the family lineage,
and the family occupation are handed on to posterity, and the couple s
importance is recognized only in so far as they serve this purpose
of the preservation of the family by giving birth to inheritors If
some one else better qualified to maintain the family lineage, the
mode of life of the family, etc can be secured from outside, the couple
is not necessarily the essential element of the family Such a family
is called a large family, but its important feature is not the fact that
it has many members However large, a family which has not for
its object the preservation of the family lineage, etc is not called a
large family or patriarchal family On the other hand, a small famih
consisting only of the parents and a young couple may properly be
called a patriarchal family as long as it places importance on the
durability of the family